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infected houses; but should contagion have been allowed to (

spread widely before the above-named measures have been 1

adopted, he would recommend the entire closure of all 

schools, both week-day and Sunday schools. Mr. DYKE’S i

experience in this matter is a wide one ; but his advice, i

tendered as it is with regard to schools in all sorts of dis-
tricts, whether densely populated or widely scattered, and 
referring as it does to all the " contagious fevers," may not, 
we fear, in every case be followed by similarly satisfactory 
results. The application of his rules in the first instance
to infants only, under five years of age, must necessarily
depend on the nature of the infectious disease to be dealt 
with, and previous experience has shown that in certain
localities school-closure, to be successful, must be carried
out in an early stage of the prevalence of the disease the
spread of which is to be prevented. The rules, however,
appear to be well adapted to the case of measles in fairly
populous districts, and the experience recorded comes oppor-
tunely, as indicating the value of the power which has
now been placed in the hands of sanitary authorities.

ON the 21st inst. the House of Commons, by a vote of 182
to 110, accepted Mr. STANSFELD’S motion "That this House
disapproves of the compulsory examination of women under
the Contagious Diseases Acts." As compulsory examination
and compulsory detention are the most important hygienic
provisions in the Acts, a partial repeal by striking out these
clauses practically renders them useless for the detection of
disease and the prevention of its spread. The largeness of the
majority by which the motion was supported is somewhat
surprising when we consider that the recent report of the
Select Committee was entirely in favour of the continuance
of the Acts and even favoured their extension, and that this

report was approved by a majority in the proportion of ten
to six, whilst the minority was composed of those members
only of the Committee who were known to be active members
of societies for promoting the total abolition of the Acts. It

is very significant that the name of no member for any place
which is under the provisions of the Acts is to be found

among those who voted for Mr. STANSFELD’S motion. Those

who are best acquainted with their working evidently do
not desire their repeal, or that their efficiency should be
reduced to a minimum, as must now happen. If the

majority of the inhabitants of the districts in which the Acts
are in force had not formed a decided opinion in their favour,
the persistent and unscrupulous agitation which has been so
pertinaciously carried on for their abolition would have in-
fluenced them even more strongly than those people who only
know of their operations from a distance. They can exercise
their own judgment on the facts before them, and cannot be
imposed on by prejudiced misstatements or the fervid

eloquence of fanatical partisans. We need not refer any
further to the sanitary value of the Acts ; the evidence
before the committee showing this was so decided that the
Judge Advocate-General, who had, as he himself expressed
it, "everything to lose and nothing to gain by the course
which from a sense of duty he felt himself compelled to
take" could not help himself in protesting against the
adoption of the motion of the member for Halifax, as an
attempt to impair the efficiency of a system which had done
much to check the progress and alleviate the severity of one

of the most terrible scourges of humanity. The position of
the members of the Goverment on the question is also very
suggestive, for whilst many of them entertain a strong feel.
ing of the inexpediency of the Acts, the Secretary of State
for War, the First Lord of the Admiralty, and the Home
Secretary were in favour of their continuance. These are

the Ministers who are more particularly responsible for

their administration, and may therefore be presumed to be
best acquainted with their working and efficiency. Mr.
STANSFELD’S denunciations of the Acts and the energy of
his partisans have been allowed to have more weight than
the facts adduced by the Judge Advocate-General and the
Chairman of the Select Committee. We shall now see with

what success those who have taken upon themselves the

responsibility of removing the compulsory provisions from
the Acts will be able to maintain the diminution of disease,
the rescue and reclamation of the women, the deterring
influences on the minds of the vicious, and the improvement
in the morality of the towns which have resulted whilst

the Acts formed part of our police legislation.

Annotations.

I THE NEW CROWN MEMBER OF THE COUNOL,
"Ne quid nimis."

THE honour of representing the Crown in the Medical
Council, resigned by Sir William Gull, has been conferred
on Dr. James Matthews Duncan. Our own view was that
the time was more than ripe for the nomination of a general
practitioner, and that such an appointment by the Crown
would have been acceptable to the public and the profession.
It is not the less true that Dr. Duncan’s appointment is a
very fit one, and will bring into the discussions of the
Council what has been long conspicuously and lamentably
absent, a speaker familiar with the defects of medical edu-
cation in regard to obstetrics and gynaecology, and capable
of giving good counsel for their removal.

THE SCOTTISH UNIVERSITIES BILL.

THE intense interest shown in this measure by the press
and the public proves the close connexion existing in Scot-
land between the university and national life ; while the-
manner of the discussion indicates the occasional pithy
nature of Scottish views on subjects of such general concern.
One party declares that the Bill must be damned for the way
in which the theological chairs are dealt with ; another
would throw it out unless St. Andrews’ safety is assured  ; 
while a third thinks the contemplated interference with the
senates and university courts a sufficient excuse for petition-
ing against the whole measure. Probably no great proposal
was ever subjected to such peddling criticism, and certainly
none which has been so clamantly demanded has ever been
more in need of a prayer to be saved from its friends. There
is no doubt that some of the points in this first draft need

amendment, but the Bill as a whole deals with the univer-
sities in the manner deemed necessary by the best men
within and without their walls; and the spectacle of reformers
rushing about in the spirit of the Tooley-street tailors’
is not edifying, and can scarcely be profitable. By the Bill,
the universities will have entrance examinations enforced in
all the Faculties; new chairs will be established, and further
help given to present professors; several routes to the M.A.
degree will be allowable; the funds of the universities
will be increased, though probably not enough; almost

complete autonomy will be given to each ; atrophied limbs
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will be removed ; and the whole system will be put in order
for continued and easy work during the next fifty years at
least. For all this we ought to be thankful; and, assured
that minor faults will easily be got rid of, we may well
declare for the Bill, though it may not tally in all points
with the expectations of each individual.

HOSPITAL CHAPLAINS IN FRANCE.

IT is to be feared that France-or rather the French

Republic-is on the eve of committing a serious blunder in
obedience to the growing spirit of animosity to the Church
and religion. The false step to which we allude is nothing
less than the abolition of the office of hospital chaplain.
The sick in the public institutions of France are to be
left without the spiritual care and oversight to which

they have been accustomed, ostensibly to save money,
but really to throw contempt on the religious phase of
life by making it appear that the care and consolations
of religion are superfluous. It is not difficult to foresee
that such a procedure as the disestablishment of hospital
chaplaincies may bring about the beginning of the end in I

the matter of popular forbearance. We are not sure that
the Archbishop of Paris is well advised in seeking to per-
suade M. Grevy, the President of the Republic, from taking
this further step on the lines of religious persecution. No-

thing could possibly be more likely to provoke a reactionary
movement of public opinion in France, and when once this
sets in, much, if not all, that has been done in recent years
against the Church and religion will be undone. In the
interests of a free religious spirit, with peace and equality
for all sections of the religious community, which is what
we most earnestly desire to see permanently secured for the
French people, both the shortsighted policy of the political
leaders and the interposition of the highest spiritual autho-
rity in France are to be greatly deprecated.

THE SAP OF THE BIRCH.

AN interesting observation, of much importance in the
cause of vegetable physiology, has been communicated by
Professor Attfield at a recent evening meeting of the Phar-
maceutical Society. A slender white birch tree, with a stem
which at the ground is only seven inches in diameter, having
a height of thirty-nine feet, and before any foliage had de-
veloped, would appear to be able to draw from the ground
about seven-eighths of a gallon of fluid every twenty-four
hours. That, at all events, was the amount collected from
a branch with its transverse section exposed to the atmo-
sphere. The collected sap was a clear bright watery fluid,
of a specific gravity cf about 1002’5, and containing not quite
3L per cent. of sug) the liquid also held in solution a
ferment capable of co!ting starch into sugar. When ex-

posed for some time to the air it became charged with bac-
teria, the sugar beivg replaced by alcohol. That the birch

sap contains sugar is known to the peasants of many coun-
tries, especially Russia; and a kind of " birch wine" is
manufactured by permitting the fermentation of the saccha-
rine juice. The obscurity which still surrounds the science
of the circulation of fluids in plants was rightly the subject of
some remarks by Professor Attfield. In the course of the ilis-
cussion which ensued Professor Bentley said that at this
season of the year, before the leaves were expanded, the ’
reserve materials largely stored up in the roots were under-
going active chemical changes; this state was associated with
an increasing density of the fluids of the part, and the con-
sequence was that an excessive osmotic action took place.
there was far more fluid absorbed from the earth than the
tree could use, and what botanists call " root pressure" took
place. This was a matter that had not been clearly explained
until the last few years ; it had nothing to do with the leaves.

The" bleeding" did not occur at any other time of the year,
for as soon as the leaves were fully developed, the fluid which
was absorbed by the roots was naturally carried up the tree
and became transpired, and thus dissipated. Probably the
ascending sap had greater force in summer, but the tree did
not bleed" when incised, for the foliage carried off the fluid.
We quite concur in the wish expressed by Professor Attfield
that if there had been time he should have liked to have
asked Professor Bentley to explain further what "root.

pressure" was. It seems at first sight to be a downright
petitio prineipi’i; but if, as Professor Bentley remarked, the
density, pr, perhaps better, the tension of the contents of the
roots were much augmented as the result of intimate chemical
changes, then a partial explanation might be said to be
afforded. 

___

THE NEW MEDICAL BARONET.

ON more than one occasion we have argued that if the
State is to do honour to those who promote medical art and
science, Mr. T. Spencer Wells was well entitled to any
honour which even the Crown could confer. True, and

happily true, it is that in the Royal family itself there has
been no need for the exercise of that branch of surgery with
which the name of Spencer Wells will be inseparably asso.
ciated in the history of medicine. But it would be a narrow

theory of Crown honours, and one which would do scant justice
to our Queen, to suppose that she is insensible to services in
which neither she nor her illustrious family have any imme.
diate interest. It is enough for Her Majesty that one of her
subjects should greatly distinguish himself by robbing a
dreaded and common disease of its terror to dispose her to do
him honour. This is Mr. Wells’s case. He was not the first

ovariotomist, and there are now many who compete closely
with him in the success with which he operates. But it is

part of his merit to have raised a difficult operation out of
the list of denounced proceedings into the category of safe
and successful measures. To have excited the ardent com.

petition of younger men in the very perfection of success.
We have never hesitated to criticise Sir Spencer Wells; but
there is a time for everything, and there are times when
criticism should give place to congratulation. Such is the

present time, and we feel sure that we express not only our
own feeling, but that of the profession, when we say that
the Baronetcy of Mr. Spencer Wells is accepted as a well-
merited honour to one who has enormously enlarged the
boundaries of human hope and of successful surgery. 

DIET SCALES IN THE MERCANTILE MARINE.

IN a memorandum issued by the Marine Department of
the Board of Trade the attention of Parliament is called to
the important subject of the victualling of merchant vessels.
This memorandum was called for, since attention has been
repeatedly drawn in these columns and elsewhere to the
great increase of scurvy on board British ships since 1873,
We entirely agree with the conclusions arrived at with
regard to the food scales" proposed to take the place of
the old system of allowances, but regret that the adoption
of the new scales is not made compulsory. Why " it is not
at present desirable" to insert a statutory scale of diet in
the articles of agreement with ere ws serving on long voyages
does not appear. If the shipowners decline to move in the
matter, which is not at all unlikely, possibly a little gentle
pressure may be necessary hereafter. We have already dis-
cussed at length the recommendations contained in the new
scheme of diets, so that we need now only briefly refer to
them : they are to the effect that too much reliance is placed
at present on lime-juice, to the neglect of varied food scales;
and they advocate the increased use of fresh meat and
fresh vegetables on board. No satisfactory reason is given,
the report says, why fresh potatoes cannot be carried on
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British ships. The allegation that they will not keep good
on board ship is disproved by the fact that they do keep
good on board United States ships. The discussion at the

Royal Medical and Chirurgical Society on Mr. Neale’s
valuable paper on the Etioiogy of Scurvy unquestionably
established the antiscorbutic properties of fresh meat, whilst
doubt was thrown on the efficacy of cooked or artificially
preserved vegetables to ward off attacks of scurvy. The

demonstration, therefore, that raw potatoes can be kept for
long voyages without deterioration of their antiscorbutic
virtues comes at an opportune moment, and ought to en-
courage shipowners to supply this cheap and wholesome food
in large quantities, in lieu of the more expensive and less
efficacious tinned vegetables. Nor do we see any reason

why fresh meat should not be entirely substituted for salt.
The appliances for keeping meat in a raw state in an un-
altered condition have been brought to great perfection, and
are easy of adoption. With regard to storage, raw meat
would not require greater space than barrels of salted meat ;
nor would rations of fresh meat, considering the weight of
the brine, be more expensive than salted. If every vessel
constructed for long voyages were fitted with a storage-
chamber, it could be used on the outward passage for the
crew and passengers ; whilst on the return, in addition to
this service, it might carry a cargo of fresh meat from the
colonies, or choice fruits and vegetables from the tropics.
Indeed, owners of vessels might find it cheaper to victual
their vessels altogether at foreign or colonial ports, since
excellent fresh beef and mutton could be purchased at a
quarter the price given for the same weight of salt meat in
Liverpool or London. In this way the original outlay on
the construction of a storage-chamber would speedily be
repaid, with profit and advantage to all concerned.

THE PERILS OF THE STUDIO.

A CONTEMPORARY directs attention to certain dangers
which attend the art of painting, or, rather, which may
attend the practice of that beautiful art if habits of careless-
ness and uncleanliness are formed, especially in the case of
young females who take to painting either as a pastime or
a profession. The censor cited warns his readers, first,
against putting the brush in the mouth to make a fine point,
and, second, against leaving the handles of the brushes dirty,
so that when several are held together in the hand the paint
may be absorbed and poison the system. He enjoins the
entire avoidance of brush-pointing with the mouth, and the
perfect cleaning of brushes before they are put away. In

support of his argument our contemporary refers to certain
instances of injury which have recently occurred. It is
needless to say that perils of the class named actually
exist. If an onlooker will take the trouble to count
the number of times an amateur artist or beginner puts
a brush in the mouth during one quarter of an hour the
result will make it clear that a considerable amount of lead
or other poisonous material may be taken into the system
by this process. As to the alleged absorption through the
skin of the hand, we do not remember to have seen an
instance of wrist-drop in an artist arising from this cause,
but it is quite conceivable that such cases may occur. It
will therefore be well to bear the warning given in mind, and
to avoid practices which may, under certain conditions, prove
mischievous. There is another small matter which should be
mentioned in this connexion. It is a mistake to keep the
left hand burdened and cramped by a heavy palette and a
bundle of brushes with the rest-stick in oil painting. The
hand gets cramped and painful. It is possible that in some
cases a paralytic disability not unlike writer’s cramp may
be induced by this mismAna-ei-nent. The practice might,
though not perhaps easily or conveniently, be avoided.

THE BILL IN PROGRESS.

THE Bill is progressing satisfactorily. The representatives
of the English Corporations are, according to the latest amended
ments in the Lords on Thursday night, to be nine as against
eight of the Universities. The Marquis of Salisbury ex-
pressed his willingness to support Lord Camperdown, on the
third reading of the Bill, in a proposal to abolish the repre-
sentation of the Apothecaries’ Society of England. We shall
be glad to see this proposal carried out; but the seat so
vacated should be given to the direct representatives for
England, or one of them. Lord Galloway’s attempt to alter
the composition of the Scotch Divisional Board in favour of
the Corporations as against the Universities, was more than
a failure. It evoked a very euphemistic but a highly signifi-
cant hint of the reason for constituting the Scotch Board as
the Bill proposes it should be constituted.

THE SCOTCH CORPORATIONS IN THE

MEDICAL COUNCIL.

ON Thursday afternoon Dr. Haldane and Dr. Heron
Watson brought before the Council the subject of the con-
stitution of the Divisional Board for Scotland. These gentle-
men naturally object to the predominance of the Universities
in the Board, and think the Corporations of Scotland hardly
used. The Council could not see it to be its duty to discuss
this question, and the promoters of it very wisely asked
leave to withdraw their resolutions. Dr. Watson displayed
the same wise discretion in asking leave to withdraw a
resolution in favour of requiring recognition of the whole
examinations of one or more of the authorities as an essential

preliminary to the final examination. We think this an

outrageous proposal, and trust it will have no entertainment
at the hands of Government.

DIRECT REPRESENTATION ON THE DIVISIONAL

BOARDS.
’ WE are glad to learn that earnest efforts are being made
by the Irish Medical Association to get the assent of the
Government to the admission of the direct representatives
to the Divisional Board in the respective divisions of the
kingdom. This was an original proposal, and it is but the
logical consequence of direct representation on the Council.
The practitioners in each division would willingly see the
representative of a superfluous corporation replaced by their
representative. 

-

THE PROSPECT OF A NEW PHARMACOPCEIA.
WE are to have, ere long, a new edition of the Phar.

maeopceia. The Pharmacopoeia Committee have reported
an arrangement to the Council by which, under their

direction, Professors Redwood, Bentley, and Attfield will
undertake the duty of preparing this edition. The remune.
ration to these gentlemen is to be 9800. Their report is
a document which will repay perusal. They recommend
considerable changes in chemical nomenclature, in symbol
notation, and in the method of representing the quantities
of ingredients to be used in the preparation of medicines.
They advise the addition of twenty-nine articles, and the
omission of three. 

-

STUDENTS AND THE MEDICAL BILL.

THE Medical Union Society are to discuss the Government
measure on Saturday evening, May 5th, in the great room of
the Society of Arts, John-street, Adelphi. Dr. Glover has
been asked, and has consented, to introduce the subject.
The chair will be taken at eight o’clock by Henry Power,
Esq., F.R.C.S.
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THE PARISIAN DEBATE ON TYPHOID FEVER.

THE prolonged and wearisome discussion on enteric fever
before the French Academy of Medicine has at length suc-
cumbed from sheer exhaustion. The fact of its slow death
from gradual asthenia seems to have been first clearly reco-
gnised by M. Hardy, who also proposed that a committee
should be appointed to arrange and abstract some practical
conclusions from the ponderous mass of this tedious debate.
We sincerely hope that the committee may meet with more
encouragement and success than has fallen to our lot. A
careful perusal has led us to the conclusion that nothing of
importance has been added to the stock of our knowledge
concerning this disease, and unless the debate be the means
of stimulatiug to fresh energy the cause of practical sanita-
tion, it is difficult to see what real advantage can be derived
from the institution and development of the discussion.
That the Academy of Medicine must do something, that the
time of its meetings must be occupied, we fully admit, but
that the literature of the subject should be burdened in the
fashion it has been we think is much to be regretted. In

surveying a retrospect of the whole of the proceedings as
reported in the weekly official bulletins we are unable to
find more than a very few features of any moment or worthy
of separate mention. The attempt of M. Rochard to

estimate dynamically or in actual money the loss to the
nation from such a preventable disease we have already
noticed. A conspicuous position has been assigned by many
speakers to the subject of the medicinal treatment of the
malady. Tliat is a field of clinical research which we
venture to think is not likely to prove of much profit. Quite
an incident was the report and discussion of a paper com-
municated by M. Glenard of Lyons, which dealt with the
method of treatment by cold water baths. It was stated
that in 1876 the death-rate from typhoid fever in the French
army was as much as forty per cent. That unfavourable
account was compared with the much more satisfactory
iigures of the medical statistics of the German army. Brand
is reported to have lost but two cases out of 300 treated by
the systematic adoption of the cold water method. These
statements led to the development of a feeling of animosity
which made itself felt in the report on M. Glenard’s paper
read by M. Colin. The conclusions at which the committee
arrived appeared to show that in the medical statistics of
the French army no attempt was made to separate typhoid
from other continued fevers, and that the death-rate from
the’combined fevers was recorded as 14 per cent.-deductions
of the nature of a direct refutation of M. Glenard’s facts.
That some speakers should dwell largely and long on micro-
organisms in relation with typhoid fever va sans dire in
these days of bacterial pathology.

CULPABLE LAXITY IN THE SALE OF POISONS.
IT is much to be regretted that great carelessness prevails

in the sale of poisons, particularly of "laudanum." " It is

alleged, and we fear with truth, that this narcotic is still
sold indiscriminately, the provisions of the Poisons Act not-
withstanding. It is supplied in quantity even when
children are sent for it. We can readily understand that it
may be difficult to persuade a local population, nearly every
adult member of which has become habituated to the daily
consumption of tincture of opium in considerable drams,
that what has heretofore been looked upon as a "cordial,"
is, in fact, a deadly poison ; but the Act must be enforced.
We have in memory at this moment a large fishing vilJage,
in which nearly every grown male and female, only a few
years ago, took laudanum as a common stimulant. Probably
a very large number of persons addicted to this habit might
be found. It is necessary, in the interests of health, not
less than for the protection of life, to make the process of

obtaining supplies of opium so difficult as to compel reflec.
tion and check a habit which is demoralising as well as
dangerous. We venture to think that it would be well to

prohibit the sale of laudanum save under conditions

rendering it impossible for any person to obtain the drug
except on medical prescription. Sooner or later, we believe,
it must come to this with all drugs, except the very simplest,
and no retail trade in physic will be carried on without
medical control. 

___

THE PLAGUE IN PERSIA.

THE International Sanitary Committee at Constantinople,
upon hearing that the plague had again broken out in
Persia, close to the Turkish frontier, despatched a physician
to the district, and they received from him last week a
telegram to the effect that, "the epidemic which prevails in
the Persian villages of Zeilan and Bekir Bey, in the district
of Djuvanro, is the bubonic plague. All the persons who
have been attacked have had bubos, and there have been
170 deaths up to this date." The district of Djuvanro is
situated to the south-east of the Turkish province of

Suleimaneh, to the south of Sehna, near the route to Tauris,
The villages in which the plague has declared itself are
about equidistant from Suleimaneh and Khaneguine, through
which latter place pass the caravans conveying the dead
bodies of the Persians for burial in the holy places of Bagdad
and Irak Arabi. The district thus afflicted is more than

ninety miles south of Lake Ourmiah, where the plague made
its appearance last year, and this is the first time that the
dread malady has been known to break out so far south.
The conclusion to be drawn from this is that the plague in
Persia has a marked tendency to spread towards South
Kurdistan, and unless this tendency is checked it will

eventually find its way into the Irak, through the Turkish
districts or through Kirmanchah. It is said, however, that
the Kurds are taking energetic measures to prevent the
epidemic from reaching them, and that a strict quarantine
has been established upon the Turkish frontier.

HALIFAX INFIRMARY.
1 1’1 z to J’I Y’I

A VACANCY has occurred on the staff of the Halifax In.

firmary by the acceptance of the position of Consulting C5

Surgeon by Mr. Jubb. Up to last year the candidates had
to canvass nearly 800 subscribers and to advertise their

qualifications in the local papers. The elective power now
rests with a small committee, including some members of

the medical staff. We are informed that at a meeting of the
staff, held at the infirmary on Monday, the lOth inst., it was
resolved to give the votes at their disposal to Mr. Dolan,
F.R.C.S., as Fothergillian gold medallist and Boylston prize
essayist. Mr. Dolan has gained a reputation outside Halifax,
so that this decision on the part of the staff is not only
graceful but just. By his election the infirmary will gain
an earnest worker in the cause of scientific medicine.

SMALL-POX IN A PAPER FACTORY.

AN outbreak of small-pox which occurred amongst the
hands in a paper factory has been investigated by Dr. Russell
of Glasgow. The disease was entirely limited to persons
occupied in the department where the rags are cut up, sorted,
and cleaned in the dry state-namely, under circumstances
which favour the dislodgement and dispersion into the air of
a fine dust from the rags, whereas those engaged in the later
processes of manufacture, after the material had been boiled
with caustic soda and bleached with chloride of lime, entirely
escaped. owing to the occurrence of certain holidays, it was
found possible to connect the origin of the disease with the
reception, on about the 19th of December last year, of certain


